BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Mr. Golak Chandra Mandal, a shrimp farm owner, has had disputes with counterparts in the area. He has also been involved in supporting various civic and social actions. In early 2007 Golak announced that he would run for a chairman of the local government unit, the Soladana Union Council, in the jurisdiction of Paikgachha police station. He reportedly had substantial local support.  

Mr. S. M. Abdul Mazid Sana was the chairman of the council at the time and reportedly had a strong relationship with the officers at Paikgachha police. It is alleged that Mazid was involved in the fabrication of many of the criminal cases to come later against Golak, to prevent his running in the campaign and exposing possible past misconduct. 

On 12 May 2008 at around 1am five policemen, led by Mr. Hashem Ali Khan, Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the Paikgachha police station, raided Golak's room in Horikhali (a simple hut where he uses at night to guard his farm). The police reportedly put a pistol in Golak's hand and threatened him with fake arms charges. When Golak argued, OC Hashem Ali Khan reportedly demanded a 50,000.00 taka bribe, which Golak ended up paying 15,000.00 taka that he had at home. The police let him go on the condition that he pay the rest within ten days. 

Golak borrowed the rest and paid it to OC Khan on 13 May 2008, where the OC suggested he be more of a 'friend' to Mazid, the chairman, insisting that Golak withdraw statements made in December 2007 before a police inquiry team of the Dakope Circle, against Paikgachha police and their local associates, which included Mazed. After a few months of pressure Golak went to do so, but had to stay in a hotel for two days (Hotel Amena on August 3 and 4) in Khulna in the mean time. This murder he was charged with took place while he was there, far from the scene of the crime. 
Later, during an 'Open House Day' at the station for journalists and civilians in August, Mr. Mazid and his colleagues alleged that Golak was extorting money from the local people and fabricating cases against them. Later that August the Paikgachha Upazilla (sub-district) administration organized one of its regular meetings on the Monitoring Committee on the Law and Order Situation, attended by various community leaders, and officials. There a journalist, as a spokesperson of Soladana union council chairman Mr. S. M. Abdul Mazid Sana, allegedly accused Golak of extortion and fabricating cases against innocent people. Golak challenged the statement and urged the authorities to prove the allegation with evidence; however the authorities did not take any action. Instead, the meeting adopted a resolution against Golak and directed the police take legal actions against Golak on the basis of the allegation. 
On 16 September 2007 Golak lodged a defamation suit (Complaint Register Case No. 387/07) with the Upazilla Magistrate's Court of Paikgachha, under Sections 500 and 501 of the Penal Code-1860. On 29 November 2007 he sent petitions to the Inspector General of Police (IGP) and the Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG) of Khulna Range requesting inquiries into the allegations made against him. The DIG ordered the Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) of the Dakope Circile Mr. Sugyan Chakma to inquire into the matter in a letter (Memo No. Crime-11764, dated 03 December 2007). 

The ASP's inquiry report ( Page-1, Page-2 and Page-3) proved that the allegations against Golak were wrong and recommended that the DIG and the IGP (leaving a copy to the SP of Khulna) hold the Paikgachha OC Mr. Abdul Malek Mian and Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Ainuddin Bishwas accountable. It also suggested that Golak could get justice from a court of law. 
Following the ASP's inquiry report the SP ordered the OC of the Paikgachha police to take action against Mr. Mazid (union council chairman) and his associates. The SP also asked the OC Mr. Abdul Malek Mian and ASI Ainuddin to show causes for the same matter. ASI Ainuddin and the OC were withdrawn from the Paikgachha police station for show, though little real action was taken; however since then Paikgachha police have been collectively targeting Golak.

Police Inspector Mr. Hashem Ali Khan joined the Paikgachha police as the OC when his predecessor was withdrawn by the authorities, however the vindictive attitude toward Golak continued. Hashem Ali Khan was replaced by Mr. S. M. Badrul Alam, but the harassment continued. 
